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All persons are by nature free and independent, and have certain natural and unalienable rights, among which are those of 
enjoying and defending life and liberty, of acquiring, possessing, and protecting property, and of pursuing and obtaining safety 
-- Article 1, Section 1, New Jersey State Constitution 


and happiness. 


If your power goes out, blame 
Pres. Biden’s energy policies 
By Sen. John Barrosso 

The president has 
misdiagnosed what ails our energy 
economy. He is engaging in political 
malpractice. 

The president is using every 
tool available to block American energy 
production. His administration is forcing 
American families through an energy 
transition that has no credible economic 
or technological path forward. 

It is not just gasoline prices 
pummeling family budgets, In March 
alone, the average residential price for 
electricity jumped 4.6% over February’s 
rate. 

A recent assessment by the 
North American Electric Reliability Corp. 
(NERC) reveals that more than half of 
the country is at an elevated risk or high 
risk of energy shortfalls this summer — 
shortfalls that could lead to blackouts 
and brownouts. 

Generator retirements, coal 
supply constraints, the intermittent 
nature of wind and solar energy, 
insufficient electric transmission, 
President Biden’s ill-conceived 
“incredible transition” is making all four 
of these factors worse. 

Indeed, in California officials 
are warning the state could lack 
adequate electricity generation to keep 
the lights on this summer. That has 
prompted Gov. Gavin Newsom to 
reconsider closing California’s last 
operating nuclear power plant. 

While the administration is 
calling on Americans to buy high-priced 
electric cars, consumers are buying 
backup generators instead, acting to 
keep their lights on. 

The administration is pushing 
policies that put even greater strain on 
the electric grid. Take electric vehicles. 
One estimate suggests that the U.S 


would have to generate an additional 
25% more electricity if all U.S. cars were 
electric. The “electrification of 
everything” is not a solution to an 
unreliable grid. Its a road to higher 
electricity prices and blackouts. 

The U.S. already has made 
great progress in reducing carbon 
emissions, thanks primarily to the shale 
gas revolution. Emissions from 
electricity generation last year were 
about 36% below their 2007 peak. 

Instead of celebrating this 
achievement, President Biden wants to 
get rid of the fuels and technologies that 
made it possible. He has pledged to 
have a carbon pollution-free power 
sector by 2035. We simply do not now 
have the technology to achieve a stable 
electric grid free of fossil fuels by then. 
This is especially true in light of the 
permitting hurdles for infrastructure — 
including transmission lines. Permitting 
hurdles the Biden administration has 
made worse. 

Rushing headlong towarda 
transition without considering - or 
ignoring altogether — the risks and costs 
will only jeopardize the U.S. economy 
and further punish American families. 

-- USA Today June 20, 2022 

John Barrosso _ represents 
Wyoming in the U.S. Senate. 


U.S. Army Reservist 
convicted for storming U.S. 
Capitol on Jan. 6 

A man who was in the U.S. 
Army Reserves when he stormed the 
U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021, has been 
convicted after claiming he didn't know 
the building was where Congress 
meets. 

Timothy Hale-Cusanelli was 
convicted on all five charges including 
obstruction of an official proceeding, a 


felony.. He was discharged from the 
Army Reserves after his arrest. 

Hale-Cusanelli, who studied 
American history in community college 
and texted friends about the electoral 
count process, added that he did not 
know members of Congress would be in 
the building. 

"| know this sounds idiotic, but 
I'm from New Jersey," he said. "| feel like 
an idiot, it sounds idiotic, and it is." 

He could be seen in video 
evidence yelling female-specific 
profanity to a police officer before 
waving other rioters into the building. 

Prosecutors portrayed Hale- 
Cusanelli as a white supremacist with 
Nazi sympathies, including photographs 
where he appeared to dress like Hitler. 

Hale-Cusanelli had contended 
that he should have been released 
because he was simply "following the 
entreaties of then commander in chief, 
President [Donald] Trump." 

Prosecutors showed evidence 
of Hale-Cusanelli's history of violent 
extremism beginning in 2010 when he 
was arrested for shooting frozen corn 
cobs from a potato gun bearing the 
words "WHITE IS RIGHT". 

Much of the evidence used in 
the case was obtained by a confidential 
informant who wore Naval Criminal 
Investigative Service equipment to 
record conversations with  Hale- 
Cusanelli. 

Hale-Cusanelli was working at 
the time of the insurrection as a security 
contractor at Naval Weapons Station 
Earle in Colts Neck, NJ, where he 
maintained a "Secret" security 
clearance. 

Special agents with the NCIS 
interviewed 44 members of the NWS 
Earle Security Forces who recounted he 
would make racial jokes and was a Nazi 
sympathizer and Holocaust denier, 
according to the court documents. 


Hale-Cusanelli also expressed 
that he "really wishes" for a civil war 
"along partisan lines". 

Hale-Cusanelli was the fifth 
defendant to face a jury trial after four 
others were each convicted.-- UPI 
May 27, 2022 


Supreme Court strikes 
down NY gun law, making it 
easier for Americans to carry 


handguns 

The Supreme Court’ on 
Thursday struck down a New York law 
that required state residents to 
have "proper cause" to carry a handgun, 
a decision that could make it far easier 
for millions of Americans to arm 
themselves in public as the nation is 
reeling from a string of mass shootings. 

Associate Justice Clarence 
Thomas wrote the opinion for a6-3 
majority, holding that the NY law 
violated the Constitution. 

"We know of no_ other 
constitutional right that an individual 
may exercise only after demonstrating 
to government officers some special 
need," Thomas wrote of the law. "It is 
not how the Second Amendment works 
when it comes to public carry for self- 
defense." 

"This ruling contradicts both 
common sense and the Constitution, 
and should deeply trouble us. all," 
President Biden said in a statement. 

An 18-year-old was charged 
with killing 10 people May 14 at a 
supermarket in Buffalo, NY. 

Gun rights groups countered 
that the law did nothing to stop the 
Buffalo shooting and asserted it wouldn't 
have stopped other high-profile killings. 

Associate Justice Samuel Alito 
criticized his liberal colleagues for 
mentioning mass shootings in their 
dissent. 

"Will a person bent on carrying 
out a mass shooting be stopped if he 
knows that it is illegal to carry a handgun 
outside the home?" Alito wrote. "Does 
the dissent think that a lot of people who 
possess guns in their homes will be 
stopped or deterred from shooting 
themselves if they cannot lawfully take 
them outside?" 

Associate Justice Stephen 
Breyer started his dissent by calling 
attention to the 45,222 Americans 
who were killed by firearms in 2020 and 
studies that show gun violence has 
surpassed motor vehicle crashes as the 
leading cause of death among children 
and adolescents. 

More than a decade ago, the 
high court ruled that Americans have an 
individual right to possess guns in their 


homes. The court left unanswered 
whether the same right exists beyond a 
home's front door. 

At issue wasa NY law that 
required residents to have “proper 
cause" to carry a handgun. Two upstate 
residents, joined by the NY State Rifle 
and Pistol Association, sued when a 
county licensing official denied them the 
carry privileges they sought. 

At least five Democratic-led 
states — including California, Maryland 
and New Jersey— have _ licensing 
regimes similar to New York's. 
Together, those states represent about 
a quarter of the nation's population. 
Forty-three other states, according to 
the court's count, have "shall issue" 
requirements, meaning _ that officials 
must issue concealed-carry licenses as 
long as applicants meet the state's 
requirements. 

Gun rights groups had long 
argued it didn't make sense that the 
Second Amendment protected the right 
to have a gun inside one's home but not 
once the gun owner walked out the front 
door. 

"Today’s ruling is a watershed 
win for good men and women all across 
America and is the result of a decades- 
long fight the NRA has led," said Wayne 
LaPierre, executive vice president of the 
National Rifle Association. "The right to 
self-defense and to defend your family 
and loved ones should not end at your 
home." 

Gun control groups said the 
decision would spur regulations and 
litigation in Democratic-led states. 
Those states could require stringent 
training for people to obtain a license to 
carry a handgun, for instance. They 
could attempt to ban the carrying of 
guns in specific places, such as bars, 
sports stadiums and public transit. 

Thomas wrote Thursday that 
cities and states appear to be on solid 
constitutional footing by banning guns in 
"sensitive places," but the court declined 
to define exactly what that term means — 
beyond courthouses and "legislative 
assemblies." — USA Today June 23, 
2022 


To some defenders, gun 
ruling could right a racial 


wrong 

When the U.S. Supreme Court 
struck down New York's tight restrictions 
on who can carry a_ handgun, 
condemnation erupted from liberal 
leaders and activists. 

But some public defenders, 
often allies of progressive activists, 
praised the court's ruling, saying gun- 
permitting rules like New York's have 


long been a_ license for racial 
discrimination. 

By making it a crime for most 
people to carry a handgun, New York 
and a few other states have ended up 
putting people — _ overwhelmingly 
people of color — behind bars for 
conduct that would be legal elsewhere, 
the defense lawyers complain. 

“New York’s gun_ licensing 
regulations have been arbitrarily and 
discriminatorily applied, 
disproportionately ensnaring the people 
we represent, the majority of whom are 
from communities of color,” said The 
Legal Aid Society, which represents 
criminal defendants who can’t afford 
their own lawyers. 

Some civil rights leaders 
disagree. The Rev. Al Sharpton called 
the Supreme Court ruling “devastating,” 
and the National Urban League and the 
NAACP Legal Defense Fund said it was 
particularly so for Black people. 

--AP June 25, 2022 


Gunman’s final 90 minutes 
fuel questions about police 
delays 


18-year-old Salvador Ramos 
killed 19 schoolchildren and two 
teachers in Uvalde, TX in a _ still- 
unexplained spasm of violence. 

What happened in those 90 
minutes has fueled mounting public 
anger over law enforcement’s response 
to Tuesday’s rampage. 

“They say they rushed in,” said 
Javier Cazares, whose fourth-grade 
daughter was killed in the attack, and 
who raced to the school as_ the 
massacre unfolded. “We didn’t see 
that.” 

Authorities largely ignored 
questions about why officers had not 
been able to stop the shooter sooner. 

After two days they sketched 
out a timeline notable for unexplained 
delays by law enforcement. 

After crashing his _ truck, 
Ramos fired on two people coming out 
of a nearby funeral home, Victor 
Escalon, regional director for the Texas 
Department of Public Safety said. He 
then entered the school through an 
apparently unlocked door. 

The first police officers did not 
arrive on the scene until 12 minutes after 
the crash and did not enter the school to 
pursue the shooter until four minutes 
after that. Inside, they were driven back 
by gunfire from Ramos and took cover. 

A group of Border Patrol 
tactical officers entered the school 
roughly an hour later. They killed 
gunman, who was holed up in the fourth- 
grade classroom. 


Escalon said that during that 
time, the officers called for backup, 
negotiators and tactical teams while 
evacuating students and teachers. 

During the siege, frustrated 
onlookers urged police officers to 
charge into the school. 

“Go in there! Go in there!” 
women shouted at the officers soon 
after the attack began, said Juan 
Carranza, 24, who watched the scene 
from a house across the street. 

A law enforcement official said 
that once in the building, the agents had 
trouble breaching the classroom door 
and had to get a staff member to open 
the room with a key. The official spoke 
on condition of anonymity because he 
was not authorized to talk publicly about 
the investigation. 

“A lot of us were arguing with 
the police, ‘You all need to go in there. 
You all need to do your jobs.’ Their 
response was, ‘We can’t do our jobs 
because you guys are _ interfering,” 
Cazares said. 

As for the armed school officer, 
he was driving nearby but was not on 
campus when Ramos crashed his truck, 
according to a law enforcement official 
who spoke on condition of anonymity. 

Investigators have concluded 
that the school officer was _ not 
positioned between the school and 
Ramos, leaving him unable to confront 
the shooter before he entered the 
building. -—AP_ May 27, 2022 


City Officials in Uvalde are 
using legal loopholes to 
prevent police records from 


being released 

City officials in Uvalde are 
using a legal loophole to prevent the 
release of police records tied to the May 
24 shooting at Robb Elementary school, 
NPR reported. 

A private law firm hired by the 
City of Uvalde cited the "dead suspect 
loophole," as a reason to deny the 
release of information. 

The loophole was_ invoked 
because the gunman was shot by police 
during the shooting, and the loophole 
bans disclosure of information where no 
one was convicted of a crime, and the 
Texas Attorney General's Office has 
said the exception also applies when a 
suspected shooter dies. 

A lawyer for the — firm 
representing the city wrote a letter to 
Texas AG Ken Paxton on June 16 
asking him to rule on which public 
records can be released. 

There have been close to 150 
public records requests, including for 
911 calls and body camera footage. 


The 18-year-old gunman 
fatally shot 19 kids and two adults. 
Authorities in Uvalde have changed 
their narrative on what happened 
multiple times, and have been criticized 
for waiting over an hour to engage the 
shooter. 

Kelley Shannon, executive 
director of the Freedom of Information 
Foundation of Texas, told NPR the 
"dead suspect loophole" was created in 
1990, but has been misused. 

"It is meant to protect the 
innocent," Shannon said, but in some 
cases "it is being used and misused ina 
way that was never _ intended." 

The city and police department 
have also cited a number of other 
reasons for not releasing information, 
including that they're being sued and 
that release of some information could 
reveal police tactics for responding to 
attacks. -- Insider June 18, 2022 


More reports cast doubt on police 
response to Uvalde shooting 

Multiple police officers armed 
with rifles and at least one ballistic shield 
stood and waited in a school hallway for 
nearly an hour while a gunman carried 
out a massacre of 19 elementary 
students and two teachers on May 24, 
according to Monday news reports. 

The officers with heavier 
firepower and tactical equipment were 
there within 19 minutes of the gunman 
arriving on campus, according to 
documents reviewed by the Austin 
American-Statesman and KVUE-TV. 

The documents intensified the 
anguish and questions over why police 
didn't act sooner to stop the May 24 
slaughter in the Robb Elementary 
School classroom. 

Investigators say the latest 
information indicates officers had more 
than enough firepower and protection to 
take down the gunman long before they 
finally did, the outlets reported. 

Separately, CNN, citing a law 
enforcement source close to the 
investigation, reported that eleven 
officers -- including Uvalde school 
district police chief Pete Arredondo -- 
were inside Robb Elementary School 
within three minutes of when the 
gunman got in. 

Col. Steve McCraw, director of 
the Texas Department of Public Safety, 
said on May 27 that Arredondo made 
"the wrong decision" when he chose not 
to storm the classroom for more than 70 
minutes, even as trapped fourth graders 
inside two classrooms were desperately 
calling 911 for help. 

Arredondo later said he didn't 
consider himself the person in charge 
and assumed someone else had taken 


control of the law’ enforcement 
response. Arredondo has_ declined 
repeated requests for comment. 

CBS Houston affiliate KHOU- 
TV reports that the Uvalde school board 
heard calls for Arredondo to be fired at 
an emotional meeting Monday night. 

Speakers insisted that anyone 
who fell short in performing his or her 
duties be held accountable. ae 
cbsnews.com —_ June 21, 2022 


Uvalde: officers had a door- 
breaching tool but waited for 
keys 

The officers who responded to 
the May 24 school shooting in Uvalde, 
Texas, had a forcible-entry tool but 
instead waited over an hour for keys to 
open a room adjacent to the one the 
shooter was in, according to the Texas 
Tribune. 

An officer who arrived early 
into the attack told a dispatcher that they 
had a Halligan — a door-breaching tool 
used by firefighters — at their disposal, 
reported the Tribune's Terri Langford, 
who cited footage and body camera 
transcripts of the assault. 

When the dispatcher asked if 
the door was locked, the officer said 
they did not know, according to the 
Tribune. 

The Halligan bar was brought 
into the school around 54 minutes after 
the initial conversation with the 
dispatcher, but it still wasn't used, per 
the outlet. -—Insider June 21, 2022 


Proud Boys, Tarrio, blast 
sedition charge as politically 


motivated 

Attorneys for former Proud 
Boys leader Henry “Enrique” Tarrio and 
four co-defendants condemned their 
indictment on the rare charge of 
seditious conspiracy as_ politically 
orchestrated to coincide with the start of 
televised hearings into the Jan. 6, 2021, 
Capitol attack. 

Attorneys for Tarrio and some 
of his four deputies accused the Justice 
Department of playing politics with the 
case. 

Tarrio attorney Nayib Hassan 
wrote that the new 10-count indictment 
against the group alleged almost no new 
facts, and “suspiciously seems 
orchestrated at the highest levels of 
government” to coincide with House 
hearings. 

U.S. District Judge Timothy J. 
Kelly of Washington, a 2017 Trump 
appointee, rejected such claims as 
unjustified. 


Attorneys urged the judge to 
move the scheduled Aug. 8 trial of the 
key Proud Boys figures out of the 
nation’s capital and to allow them to 
speak publicly out of court to counter 
what they called a flood of unfair 
prejudicial pretrial publicity. 

Prosecutors accused Tarrio 
and his co-defendants in a 32-page 
page charging document of “opposing 
the lawful transfer of presidential power 
by force” by mustering and coordinating 
the movements of as many as 300 
people around the Capitol that day, 
including several who the government 
says spurred and led a mob that 
stormed the building and forced the 
evacuation of lawmakers meeting to 
certify Joe Biden’s presidential victory. 

Scores of police officers were 
injured and five people died during or in 
the immediate aftermath of the riot, 
which was fueled by supporters of 
Trump’s false claims that the election 
was stolen. 

Federal judges hearing cases 
in Washington of more than 820 
defendants have rejected motions to 
move trials, saying prospective jurors 
influenced by publicity can be weeded 
out in jury selection. 

Still, at least two judges have 
raised concerns about holding trials 
while House hearings are underway. 

The five defendants have been 


held in jail since early 2021. 

Attorney Carmen Hernandez 
called the addition of a count of 
opposing the U.S. government by force 
when defendants already face another 
felony punishable by up to 20 years in 
prison — _ corruptly obstructing a 


congressional proceeding _— 
exceedingly heavy-handed, saying Rehl 
committed no violence and at worst is 
alleged to have associated with the 
Proud Boys, as is his right under the 
First Amendment. 

The Proud Boys became 
known for brandishing batons at rallies 
and gatherings in 2020 in which 
members were eager to engage in street 
fights with their perceived enemies in 
the leftist antifa movement. During a 
presidential election debate in 
September 2020, Trump famously 
refused to denounce the Proud Boys, 
urging them to “stand back and stand 
by.” The group took those words as a 
rallying cry, organizing attendance at 
two post-election pro-Trump rallies in 
Washington and converging on the city 
for Jan. 6. 

— Washington Post June 9, 2022 


The NRA’s ‘Shadow 
Convention’ Reveals the 


Group’s True Purpose 

At the National Rifle 
Association's annual meeting — in 
Houston, Texas, a luxury hospitality 
suite was reserved for the gun lobby’s 
biggest donors, who belong to its “Ring 
of Freedom.” Here, grandees could 
escape from the masses, sink into plush 
leather couches, belly up to the 
refreshment tables, and marvel at a 
surreal pair of massive taxidermy 
installations, including one of a grizzly 
bear felling a moose. 

The NRA loves to bash “the 
elites” whom they blame for whipping 
the nation into what they describe as 
gun-grabbing hysteria after the shooting 
that left 19 elementary school children 
dead in Uvalde, Texas. The 
organization holds itself out as a stalwart 
defender of the everyman against “the 
world’s most powerful, deceitful and 
ruthless opponents,” as NRA honcho 
Wayne LaPierre put it in his address. 

These “Ring of Freedom” 
events underscore how the NRA has 
transformed itself from a pro-second 
amendment organization, focused on 
the liberty interests of its members, into 
a front group for gun industry itself. 

The NRA today is_ best 
understood as a stalwart defender of 
gun commerce. The NRA sells the fear 
that sells the guns — always warning its 
members against a rising tide of 
violence, from which they must be 
prepared to defend themselves with 
deadly force. Its lobbyists go to the mat 
in Washington and state capitals to 
block restrictions on the kinds of 
weapons that dealers can sell, and to 
open up new markets — and pass 
conceal-carry laws, so that Americans 
gun consumers don’t just purchase a 
gun for the home, but plunk down on 
another to take to town. When school 
massacres occur, the NRA predictably 
pushes to expand guns into another new 
market — the classroom — a move that 
could turn the nation’s more than 3 
million teachers into gun buyers. 

The mass of NRA members at 
the annual convention are motley crew. 
They dress in camo shorts and “Let’s Go 
Brandon” hats. Some sport bushy gray 
beards, tattoos, and T-shirts with the 
sleeves torn off. The more fashionable 
are outfitted in trim fitting tactical gear. 
Most have little interest in the political 
meetings and training sessions. They’ve 
come to check out massive gun show 
that the NRA’s commercial partners 
have assembled. 

But if you look closely, you'll 
identify a rarefied group of NRA 


convention gowers decked out in 
tailored jackets and southern cocktail 
finery, the Ring of Freedom members, 
who pony up at least $1000 a year. 

The mega-donors, who give 
more than $1 million lifetime, mainly 
firearm industry CEOs, are bestowed 
gold blazers, marking them as VVIPs. 

The Ring of Freedom elites 
were invited to arrive a day early, stay in 
a special bank of rooms at the luxury 
Marriott Marquis — replete with a 
rooftop “lazy river’ pool in the shape of 
the state of Texas and its own private 
“sky bridge” walkway crossing to the 
convention center, neatly avoiding the 
crowds of protesters on the sidewalks 
below. 

A schedule obtained by Aolling 
Stone indicates these NRA bigwigs 
began to celebrate just two days after 
the Uvalde massacre, with a morning 
clay pigeon shoot and a “Corporate 
Partners’ Luncheon.” (The NRA lists 
among its “Top Ten Industry Allies” the 
likes of Ruger, Smith & Wesson, Taurus, 
and Glock.) 

Friday morning was its Ring of 
Freedom Celebration Breakfast. A 
bouncer stood at the door to keep 
average members at bay, but from the 
door LaPierre could be seen feting Larry 
and Brenda Potterfield, founders of 
Midway USA, an online gun shop that 
was the lead sponsor of the convention. 
He bestowed on them the “NRA 
Defender of Freedom” award. 

The Annual Women’s 
Leadership Forum Luncheon’ was 
attended by NRA members who looked 
like they were on their way to a high end 
wedding reception. 

Amid the speeches, when 
even Donald Trump and LaPierre 
performed rituals of mourning for the 
children of Uvalde, the Potterfields were 
trotted out on stage to underscore the 
power of cash at the NRA. They held a 
check for $21 million, representing the 
sum of — donations from the 
dealer's “round up” program, which lets 
buyers send some pocket change from 
every purchase to the rifle association. 

That night, in the ballroom, the 
NRA staged a dinner and auction to 
benefit its lobbying arm, NRA- 
ILA. Attendees, dressed to the nines — 
including a woman who wore boots that 
appeared to be fashioned of actual 
zebra skin — swigged Perrier as they 
picked up their wristbands for a closed- 
door event billed as featuring “Second 
Amendment leaders, industry 
executives and special guests,” to bid on 
finery including “engraved firearms, fine 
art, hunts and one-of-a-kind items.” 

On Sunday, the NRA’s “Grand 
Ole Night of Freedom Concert” was 


canceled after all the artists pulled out, 
out of respect for the victims of Uvalde. 
The NRA was mum on whether its 
planned “Cigar and Bourbon 
Reception,” scheduled to follow the 
concert, went forward. -- Rolling 
Stone May 30, 2022 


Judge Dismisses NRA 
Lawsuit That Accused NY AG 


of “Witch Hunt’ 

A judge on Friday dismissed a 
countersuit by the National Rifle 
Association that the group had hoped to 
use to dismiss a civil suit by the New 
York attorney general, arguing that the 
suit was politically motivated. 

In a 14-page ruling, state 
Supreme Court Justice Joel Cohen 
denied the NRA’s claim. 

James’ investigation revealed 
that top players, including chief 
executive Wayne LaPierre, were 
involved in “years of illegal self-dealing,” 
including buying luxury homes and 
spending half a million dollars of NRA 
money on high-end menswear and 
foreign trips. 

Following James’ investigation 
into the group in 2020, top board 
members quit the NRA. 

“The NRA insists that the 
Attorney General’s investigation was 
‘wrongful’ and ‘pretextual’ because it 
‘had undertaken a course correction to 
improve its compliance controls and 
internal governance,” Cohen wrote. “In 
doing so, the NRA concedes that a 
‘course correction’ was needed, 
undercutting its assertion that the 
Attorney General’s concerns were 
wholly fabricated.” 

James applauded the judge’s 
decision on Twitter. 

“Once again, a court has 
rejected the @NRA’s. attempts to 
dismiss our lawsuit for its years of fraud 
and abuse,” she tweeted. “We _ will 
continue our efforts to hold the NRA 
accountable because no one is above 
the law.” —Huff Post June 11, 2022 


Why more Black people are 
looking for safety in gun 
ownership 

Two days after a white man 
killed 10 Black people in Buffalo last 
month, Michael Moody decided he 
“needed a gun. Needed, not wanted 

When he left his home in 
suburban Washington, D.C., to buy a 
weapon he said he was “stunned” at the 
number of Black people standing in line 
at the gun shop in Maryland to make a 
similar purchase. 


Through chatting with others 
while waiting, Moody said he learned “a 
lot of us have the same idea. It’s getting 
bad when someone specifically targets 
Black people to shoot. We have to be 
prepared to fight back. And you can’t 
survive bringing a knife to a gunfight.” 

The sale of guns to Black 
Americans rose 58 percent in 
2020 according to the National 
Shooting Sports Foundation, a firearms 
trade association. It was the highest 
bump in gun sales of any ethnic group 
that year. 

The NSSF said 40 percent of 
the overall gun sales in 2020 were to 
first-time gun purchasers. Black gun 
owners say the rise is a byproduct 
primarily of a heightened fear they could 
be targeted like those in Buffalo or at 
Emanuel A.M.E. Church in 2015, when 
nine Black church members were killed 
by a white supremacist. 

After the Jan. 6, 2021 riot on 
the Capitol in Washington, D.C., Destiny 
Hawkins, who lives near Atlanta, waited 
in line to purchase her first gun, a Glock 
43. “It wasn’t the gun | wanted because 
their selection was so low; people were 
buying guns like crazy,” she said. 

“But seeing those people climb 
the walls and attack the Capitol — on 
top of all the other shootings of Black 
people — just confirmed why | stood in 
the cold and got my firearm. The bottom 
line is that we have to protect ourselves 
and our homes. But we purchase guns 
differently,” Hawkins said, stressing the 
sense that more Black people are 
buying guns for the sake of protection 
against racial attacks. “I drove a long 
way to take safety classes,” she added. 
“| went to the range.” 

Philip Smith started the 
National African American Gun 
Association in 2015. A human resources 
executive in Atlanta, Smith said he owns 
“about 30” weapons, including the lethal 
AR-15-style rifles used in the Buffalo 
mass shooting and the Uvalde 
elementary school massacre in Texas 
on May 24. 

His organization has 48,000 
members nationwide, he said, and. has 
nearly 107,000 followers on Facebook. 
Smith said the murder of George Floyd, 
compounded by the myriad shootings of 
Black men and women by white officers, 
vigilantes and the like, sparked the 
surge. 

Zhé Parson grew up in rural 
Petersburg, Virginia. Her father, 
grandfather and uncles all carried guns 
and taught her how to use one. Parson 
started a Facebook group called Black 
Women With Guns as a way of subtly 
encouraging her peers to embrace 
arming themselves. 


After a second fun experience 
at a gun range in Atlanta, Smith decided 
to start his organization. On a napkin, he 
wrote down what his gun organization 
would be, with the emphasis on gun 
safety, self-defense and the history of 
Black gun ownership, all expressed on 
its website, which also features the 
Black Panthers, the Tuskegee Airmen, 
Harriett Tubman and more. 

“We share about all these 
Black heroes and we let the visitor know 
that they had a gun and their liberation 
or death mentality,” Smith said. “That 
history is something you can be proud 
of. And nobody can shame you for that 
reality.” 

Hawkins from Atlanta said the 

shame would be in the guns getting into 
the wrong hands or using it for purposes 
other than to protect. 
“Everyone shouldn't have a_ gun,” 
Hawkins said. “I’m OK with figuring out 
legislation to make sure people who 
pose an obvious threat aren’t able to get 
a license. Just because you meet the 
requirement of age and _ basic 
background check doesn’t mean you 
should be able to possess a firearm.” 

Smith does not disagree. His 
organization has 120 chapters across 
the country and it has trained more than 
7,000 Black women in the last year on 
how to safely use a gun. — NBC 
News June 14, 2022 


Amid Push To Stem Gun 
Violence, Republicans Reject 
Biden’s ATF Nominee in 
Committee 

Amid bipartisan efforts to do 
something — anything — to stem the 
nation’s epidemic of gun violence, 
Senate Republicans demonstrated 
Thursday that they won’t even support 
the simplest of steps: confirming a 
permanent director at the top agency 
that enforces federal gun laws. 

Every Republican on_ the 
Judiciary Committee voted against 
advancing President Joe _ Biden’s 
nominee to lead the Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives, 
Steven Dettelbach. 

The committee vote was an 
11-11 tie. 

Dettelbach will still advance to 
the full Senate for a final confirmation 
vote. Senate Majority Leader Chuck 
Schumer (D-N.Y.) can force Dettelbach 
out of the committee by filing a 
discharge petition. 

“Later today, | will move to 
discharge the nomination of Mr. 
Dettelbach from the — Judiciary 
Committee, ” Schumer said. “We need a 
fully functional, fully staffed ATF in order 


for that agency to fulfill its mission of 
keeping our communities safe from gun 
violence.” 

The ATF hasnt had a 
permanent director in seven years. The 
position has only had one Senate- 
confirmed director in 16 years. 

Ahead of Dettelbach’s 
committee vote, chairman Dick Durbin 
(D-Ill.) noted that Detteloach, who has a 
two-decade career as a_ Justice 
Department prosecutor, has been 
endorsed by virtually every major law 
enforcement organization in the country. 
-- Huff Post June 16, 2022 


Juneteenth: Bill Nye ‘Science 
Guy’ schooled after posting 
about America’s founding and 


slavery 

Bill Nye the "Science Guy" 
caused a stir when he posted on 
Sunday, June 19, federally recognized 
as Juneteenth: "The United States we 
know today was built with the labor of 
enslaved Black Americans." 

With a pocket Constitution and 
a selfie, Nye added: "The last were not 
freed (officially) until 19 June 1865. Let 
us celebrate— and never forget." 

June 19th commemorates the 
day that U.S. General Gordon Granger 
arrived in Galveston, Texas, on June 19, 
1865 — and shared the news that the 
Emancipation Proclamation had been 
passed two years earlier. 

Juneteenth became the 
nation’s 12th federal holiday when 
President Joe Biden signed the bill on 
June 17, 2021. 

While the date is symbolic of 
emancipation several states _ still 
permitted slavery to continue. 

Other users disagreed that the 
U.S. was exclusively built "with the labor 
of enslaved Black Americans" as Native 
Americans, as well as migrants from 
Europe, South and Central America, 
Africa, Australia and Asia also assisted 
in constructing the country. 

Slaves were formally freed 
when the 13th Amendment was passed 
in December 1865, six months after 
Juneteenth. 
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"Neither slavery nor 
involuntary servitude, except as a 
punishment for crime whereof the party 
shall have been duly convicted, shall 
exist within the U.S., or any place 
subject to their jurisdiction," the 
Thirteenth Amendment reads. 

It should be noted that human 
trafficking, which is described as forced 
labor, continues to this day. 

The International Labor 
Organization (ILO) reported there are 
over 40 million victims of human 
trafficking globally, with hundreds of 
thousands believed to be in the U.S. 

The ILO reported 10,583 cases 
of human trafficking in the United States 
last year and 73,946 cases since 2007. 
-- foxnews.com June 20, 2022 


Concealed carry laws boost 
gun-crime by a third, study 
finds 

A new study finds concealed- 
carry laws lead to a boost in gun crime 
by between 29% and 32%, mostly by 
triggering a surge in gun theft. 

The study comes on the heels 
of a Supreme Court ruling that struck 
down New York’s attempt to limit the 
ability to carry a gun outside their 
homes. 

The study, authored by John 
Donohue, Samuel Cai and Matthew 
Bondy of Standard Law School, and 
Philip Cook of Duke University, looked 
at data from 47 cities between 1979 and 
2019. In particular, the study uses 
differential timing in the adoption of 
right-to-carry to look at the effects on 
crime, using FBI and _ Justice 
Department data. 

Right to carry laws elevate gun 
theft by roughly 35% — “introducing 
tens of thousands of guns into the hands 
of criminals or illegal gun markets each 
year.” The study notes that other 
countries, such as Israel, impose jail 
sentences for negligent gun practices 
such as leaving firearms in unlocked 
cars precisely because of the ill effects 
of stolen guns. 

Having guns increases the 
probability of success to robbery by 
criminals, but only 40% of robberies are 


committed with one, suggesting that 
firearms are scarce, and their availability 
important. Violent crime, robbery and 
aggravated assault rise by between 
11% and 15%, with the firearm 
component rising by roughly twice that 
level, the study says. 

They also find the laws are 
associated with a 13% drop in the rates 
that police clear violent crime. The 
authors speculate that processing 
complaints about the increased gun 
theft, as well as less willingness to 
confront possibly armed citizens, may 
contribute to the reduction in police 
effectiveness. They cite another study 
finding the adoption of carry laws 
caused a 13% rise in officer-involved 
shooting, possibly because of the 
perceived risk of coming under fire in the 
line of duty. 

The authors say they were 
unable to directly measure the 
deterrence effect of increased firearm 
carry on crime, but any effect, is small 
compared to the criminogenic effect. 
Concealed-carry laws, they note, were 
associated with a large increase in 
robberies — precisely the crime for 
which there is meant to be the largest 
potential for deterrence outside the 
home. — marketwatch.com June 27, 
2022 


98.8% of Mass Shootings Are 
Linked to This 


Mass shootings are far more 
likely the result of mental illness, 
depression and behavioral problems, 
rather than the availability of firearms. 
97.8% of mass shootings occur in 
“gun-free zones,” as the perpetrators 
know legally armed citizens won’t be 
there to stop them 
O Only after antidepressants became 
commonplace did mass shootings really 
ake off, and many mass shooters have 
been shown to be on antidepressants 
Depression per se rarely results in 
violence. Antidepressants, especially 
selective serotonin reuptake inhibitors 
(SSRIs), are well-known for their ability 
to cause suicidal and homicidal ideation 
and violence. 

-- theepochtimes.com June 22, 2022 
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